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Notes from the Immigration Session

Question #1 Tell us about the issues concerning immigration in your community.

The process is confusing and we don’t know who to consult to help someone who want to immigrate.  We don’t know what the guest worker program is or who it covers.

Peggy, an immigration lawyer in our session, reported that unfortunately the INS web site is confusing and their employees are not prepared to deal with individuals.  There is also a lot of misinformation in the news.  She gave resources.  Please see below for a summary of resources.

Peter, another immigration lawyer, said that there is a bill in the US senate, STRIVE, which is a comprehensive immigration reform measure with a separate guest worker program.  If it isn’t passed this year, it will probably not be acted upon in 2008 because it is an election year.  He said it should help a lot if it is passed.

We also discussed health issues, especially getting health insurance when family members visit for six months or more.  One person was able to get insurance through Anthem for her mother.  Session members were reminded that anyone can go to a hospital emergency room to get help.  They cannot ask about legal status.  But language is a problem.

There was a brief discussion of other difficulties, such as misinformed workers at the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.

Resources discussed at our session:

1.  The American Immigration Lawyers Association at www.aila.org has a referral service at www.ailalawyer.com .  The Cincinnati AILA has about twenty lawyers.

2.  The Cincinnati Bar Association www.cincybar.org 513-381-8213 or 225 East Sixth Street Cincinnati, OH 45202 also has a referral service www.cincybar.org/intus/referral   

3. The Volunteer Lawyers for the Poor can also help.  

4. International Family Resource Center www.servingfamilies.org 513-721-7660 at 200 McFarland Cincinnati, OH 45202.

5. Legal Aid Society will help immigrants with housing, divorce, custody and maybe employment. www.lascinti.org 513-241-9400 at 215 East Ninth Street Cincinnati, OH 45202.

Question #2 Are there any difficulties with bring the entire family to this country?

The biggest problems are the expenses involved, getting health care and bringing elderly family members to America.  A person can only sponsor their immediate family – spouse and children, not brothers, sisters or parents.  Each step of the process has a fee and fees are expected to double soon.  The time to process applications varies by the location of the service center.  Kentucky is a lot faster, three months versus six months at other centers.  There might be some relief if the STRIVE bill passes.

There are language problems and differences of habits.  People used to walking in small neighborhoods filled with friends are at a loss in the American suburbs.

We discussed the new immigration test.  There is no memorization but there seems to be a big difference in interpretation of answers based on where you take the test.  

Asians haven’t gotten politically involved.  They need to call their congressperson if they are a citizen and need help.  Remember, permanent residents are working and paying taxes – they may someday be a citizen – so they should call also.  

It was suggested that at the next summit we invite a staff member from one of Ohio’s US Senator’s office to address the participants.  It should be someone who deals with immigration issues in the senator’s office.

At the next summit we may want to add something about the Asian community and the arts.  Asians are a sizable part of the population and more programming should address their interests.  There was a comment about revising Cincinnati’s International Festival.

Question #3 Are there job opportunities for all the family members?

Peter said that at this time, the best way to find jobs is through networking among family members, friends and churches.  You need people who know the immigrant’s language skills as well as employment skills; they can match the person to the opportunity.  Could the ACA web site post job opportunities?  Could they help find businesses that can use workers with good hand skills but poor language skills?

Another person commented that highly skilled people often have a job before they immigrate.  

We spent time discussing the fact that many immigrants start small businesses.  Tax issues are a real problem – so many different tax jurisdictions, so many different forms, some filed electronically, some written.  Could there be a small business advisory group formed from this summit?  Some possible resources are:

1. US Small Business Administration

2. IRS tax filing workshops

3. At Xavier University VITA Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

Question #4 Are there any difficulties with immigration and control?

We thought we covered this in the above discussions.

Question #5 Are there any things that you can think of that we could implement in this region that could ease the burden of immigration?

All employment referrals should be to legal businesses and all immigrants should be legal.  

Could someone post help on the web for people studying for the citizenship classes?

Who maintains the ACA web site?  Please give us information on how to participate and how to contribute.

Could someone translate key immigration documents into the major languages of the Asian immigrants and post these?  Maybe volunteers could translate the documents.  If other cities already have these resources, could we use them?

ACA could help inform the immigrant community about new laws and regulations.  Often immigrants get swindled.  The Ohio Bar Association will confirm who is a lawyer, but you don’t know if they specialize in immigrant issues.

Could we get a history of the ACA and an overview of their mission and activities?

Would the ACA link to all the web sites of Asian groups in our area?
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